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Thank you for all of your incredible short stories about 
your special Rexes, businesses and excellent cat 

knowledge. I am always so grateful to everyone who 
gets involved with the ‘Mewsletter’ each year. You may 

notice we have increased by a further few pages, 
giving you more to read and learn.   I truly love 

bringing people from all over the world together in our 
shared hobby.  Many of you are Maystar Family 

Members and we hope this brings you all closer too.  

We began the year with last year’s kittens finally 
leaving home and we have supported one of Mae’s 

kittens at local shows, which has been lots of fun.  As 
usual, we are in no rush to pump out babies and work 

happily with our girls giving them a nice long rest 
during the Summer months to enjoy the catio and 

what sunshine the great British weather brings.  
 

Our entire summer was spent pulling down our 13year 

old stud houses and designing, from scratch, our new 
fully kitted specific homes for our boys.  I can honestly 

say, it’s the best busman’s holiday I have spent. 
 

We have not had babies yet because we had a further 
newcomer to Maystar HQ in Itzapromise Queen Matilda 

- Matti – who’s pedigree, on one part, is a mere 13 
generations from Kirlee, the first Devon Rex.  As 

everyone knows, I am a huge advocate for the old 
lines that we know and love and we hope to keep that 

dream well and truly alive for those who love it too. 
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I have always loved drawing and 
painting, particularly horses, cats, and 

other animals, but I also draw 
landscapes and still life subjects. My 

mother’s lifelong love of animals, 
particularly large cats, undoubtedly 

contributed to my fascination with all 
creatures; growing up we often visited 

zoos and farms, and so drawing or 

painting the animals in them was a 
natural progression. Even now I’ll 

happily spend time drawing my way 
round the local zoo or aquarium, and I 

always carry a sketchbook so I can draw 
at any time. 

Wendy Howard   

Animal & Landscape Artist  

https://www.facebook.com 

/wendy.howard.77128 

w_j_howard@hotmail.com 

Parents brought me a book on horses that 
included a picture of a horse skeleton 

superimposed on the horse’s outline. This 
began a lifelong interest in anatomy that was 

led me to a career in radiography and medical 
imaging, both animals and humans, and 

zooarchaeology. Reference texts on animal 
anatomy and the work of other artists, such 

as Leonardo da Vinci and George Stubbs, 
have been a constant inspiration. 

While photographs can help, there is no 

substitute for direct observation, though 

when doing commissions I’ve been flexible by 
necessity. I currently have five cats, including 

a Cornish and Devon Rex, a Siamese, an 
Oriental, and a Bengal/Blue Russian cross. 

They are excellent, and frequent, models, as 
seen in the images of my artwork, but are not 

always the most stationary! I get round this 
by doing quick sketches while they are 

moving, to get the character of the animal, 
the impression of their musculature and 

sense of movement, and more detailed 
drawings when they are at rest or sleeping. 

    

My artwork is grounded on a good 

knowledge of animal anatomy. This 

began when I was five, when my  

https://www.facebook.com/wendy.howard.77128
https://www.facebook.com/wendy.howard.77128


 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
  

By Amanda Donovan 

Southsea Pet Sitting 

  FACT: Cats see shades of blue & yellow with less colour vision than humans 

DOBBY’S EYE STAGES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dobby is an intelligent, lively and demanding Devon Rex boy who loves 

his food. He can do a few tricks including high fives.  In 2021, I noticed he 

had two light brown spots in his right eye. I thought he was too young to 

have age spots as he was only five years old.  But those spots slowly 

increased in number and size over the next summer.   

When I took him for his annual jabs, the vet asked me about his eye and 

said it could be cancer, which was a bit of a shock!  I sent regular 

photos of Dobby’s eye to monitor progression to my vet.  In 2022, the spots 

changed to a dark brown and began to join up.  I sent a new photo to the vet 

expecting his eye to be removed straight away, but he advised a biopsy first and 

referred me to Optivet.  

Optivet - The first appointment was at the end of 2022. Dobby wouldn’t let the vet shine a light in his eye, 

or blow air into it to check the pressure.  He was very wriggly and slippery and required the whole team of 

vets to hold him still.  His next appointment was six months later, and a biopsy was advised so I booked that 

in for May 2023.  During the biopsy, three samples were taken from different areas of the eye and sent off to 

the lab. Back at home, Dobby had to wear a cone of shame to stop him scratching the eye after the biopsies. 

I had to give him four different eye drops, four times a day plus Metacam and an antibiotic tablet. This was a 

challenge as he pushed me away, pawed me, wriggled, jerked his head, rabbit kicked me, growled and shut 

his eye.  I managed to do most of them, but it took an hour each time and I was juggling my cat sitting jobs 

too. It was all very stressful for both of us. 

Biopsy Results – The biopsy came back as cancerous. It was a Feline 

Diffuse Iris Melanoma (FDIM) the most common primary eye cancer in cats. I 

booked his enucleation for two weeks later.   I dropped him at the vets early 

that morning expecting his operation to be done first, but when I phoned at 

5.30pm he had only just gone into theatre.  This was the most stressful day 

ever!  As he wasn’t ready to come home until after 10pm, I decided to let 

him stay overnight as Wiggy and Ziggy, my two Maystar Devons would hiss at 

him and I couldn’t deal with fighting etc. and you know what happens to our 

gremlins after midnight?! 

Coming Home - The day I was looking forward to!  I collected Dobby and 

was so relieved it was all over.  No more eye drops! I was scared to look at 

his face, but when the vet explained he still had all the same facial 

expressions it was less of a worry and he was still my special boy.  It was such 

a neat job, no stitches on the outside and he was fine and pleased to see me.  

I knew he would adapt quickly as I have looked after some one-eyed cats on 

my cat siting jobs and they manage just fine.  The eye was sent off to check 

if the cancer could have spread further.  Good news!  We caught it early and 

all the margins were well within the eye itself! 

He immediately compensated for the loss of his eye by using his paw to check 

distances and was straight on the cat wheel with his cone on and jumping on 

the high shelves in the catio, as if nothing had happened, which makes you 

know you did exactly the right thing at exactly the right time.    



 

 
  

 
 
 

  
 

 

  

Moving home is definitely up there as one of the most 
stressful and challenging experiences in life, but 
when you have the added challenges of creating and 
designing your own home and making the transition as 
seamless and stress free for your feline family too, 
then it certainly takes things to a whole other level!  

As the build on our son’s property was in a green belt 
area, there were limits as to how far we could extend 
the original bungalow footprint. So, additional 
accommodation for our extended Devon Gang that 
met permitted development was our objective from 
the start.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
The proposed plot for their new Desirable Residence 
was a piece of land sheltered by the boundary hedge 
lying parallel to our own new home and fronted by 
the cobbled drive. The first job was to lay a concrete 
block to this 50 foot by 9 foot plot and draw up plans 
to include the relocation of two refurbished stud 
quarters that we wanted to bring with us, together 
with that, the new accommodation. This was to be 
built from my own design by our fantastic builders, 
ADM. The size and shape of the build was inevitably 
guided by the available space, but from the outset it 
was always my intention to make this a versatile 
space that could be adapted. A high spec “chalet 
home” – insulated to the same spec as our own home, 
and lined with a practical white, hygiene board.  

The chalet offered a large internal space which was 
then divided internally with insulated, lined walls to 
create four areas – two sleeping quarters and two 
exercise/ playrooms.  

By Kath Wilson 

Nidoran Devon Rex 

An al l  
new  
Dez -   
Rez  

These spaces were fronted by double patio doors which 
were framed and covered in mesh internally in order to 
allow them to be opened during the day and when the 
weather permits. A perspex sneeze panel was also 
added. 

An internal porch to the single access door was created 
- again using a wooden mesh covered frame so as to 
keep the interior light and airy. The sleeping quarters 
were divided into a top and lower area fronted by 
meshed doors. The area to the front of these quarters 
provides a space for storage and seating. This 
configuration maximises the use of the space and 
reduces the number of heaters needed. Cat flaps from 
the sleeping quarters exit to the playrooms. Externally, 
the roof was covered with felt and guttering, down 
pipes and water butt attached. The whole of the new 
build is finished with grey, composite board.  

Our two ‘Shedcetera’ stud houses were relocated to 
the right of the new build and refurbished to the same 
specification as our new cat chalet. Both now benefit 
from a new large triangular shaped porch between 
Kuro’s bay windowed stud house and that belonging to 
Phoenix – to which new sleeping quarters and a run for 
our honeymoon couples was also added. The 
refurbished development included a new wrap around 
rear wall, unified, new roof and guttering.  

The whole of the “residence” is served by a new 
electricity supply and fuse box. Finally, cushion 
flooring was laid throughout and heaters installed – we 
are talking British climate here!  



 
 

 
 
 
  
 

 

 

  

Allergic skin disease in cats is a problem 

close to my heart. Mo, my 10 years old 

Tortie & White DSH cat has been affected 

with this for 8 years. I rehomed her as a  

6-month-old. She is a typical veterinary 

staff pet with various medical issues & a 

tendency to being difficult! But, like any 

owner, I love her and her naughty ways! 

Cats can be allergic to food, things in the 

environment, flea saliva from flea bites or a 

combination of all three. 

You may notice hair loss, pink skin, scabs, 

scratches or open sores. You may not see 

your cat scratching, licking excessively or 

pulling their hair out. They will often do this 

in private.  

We have several good medications to 

control allergic skin disease in dogs. Sadly, 

we don’t have as many options in cats and 

medications such as human antihistamines 

are rarely useful.  

 

 

 

 

 

It is important to control the inflammation 

to provide respite from the itchiness and to 

break the itch-scratch cycle.  Often, 

corticosteroids are prescribed e.g. 

Prednisolone / Depo-Medrone to reduce the 

terrible damage that cats do to themselves 

with sharp nails and rough tongues.  The 

aim is to gradually reduce the dose and 

ideally to stop or at least use the lowest 

dose that maintains comfort whilst 

minimising side effects (increased drinking 

/ weeing; hunger; lethargy; aggression; 

Diabetes). My cat, Mo remains on a low 

dose of prednisolone long term and it 

makes her very hungry. 

 

Sally Hutton  
BVMS CertSAM MRCVS 

Qualified from Glasgow 

University nearly 30 yrs ago 

then worked in a variety of 

different practices around the 

country before settling back 

in the Midlands. Started at 

Broad Lane Vets  as a locum 

in 2016, becoming a 

permanent member of the 

fantastic team in 2021. 

Ruling out Flea Allergic Dermatitis (FAD) caused by 

allergy to flea saliva is essential. Allergic cats 

remove evidence of fleas / flea dirt through 

overgrooming. The only way to rule out FAD is flea 

preventative treatment for all the pets in the 

household year-round in addition to treating the 

house. 

Ruling out food allergy requires a diet trial for 8 

weeks which isn’t easy in cats. We know how fickle 

they can be about their likes and dislikes! Selecting 

a food can feel overwhelming as there are so many 

options and so much conflicting advice. Usually, I 

start by obtaining a full diet history before 

recommending either a novel single protein diet (a 

protein that your cat hasn’t been exposed to before) 

or a hydrolysed protein diet (the protein is broken 

up into such small particles that it doesn’t cause an 

allergic reaction). The diet is introduced slowly and 

needs to be exclusive to assess response.  Mo didn’t 

respond to a diet trial. Instead, she is on a diet with 

high levels of anti-inflammatory essential fatty acids 

(EFAs). 

Allergen Specific Immunotherapy (ASIT): An allergy 

blood test can identify certain things in the 

environment that the cat is allergic to enabling a 

desensitising vaccine to be generated. Mo is allergic 

to some common indoor allergens (house dust and 

storage mites, moulds). She receives a monthly 

injection - not the cheapest option but has the least 

side effects. 

Ciclosporin oral solution e.g. Atopica can be very 

effective. We gradually reduce it to the lowest 

minimum effective dose.  It may cause vomiting, 

diarrhoea or loss of appetite.  More seriously, it can 

cause suppression of the immune system.  We 

recommend blood tests prior to starting.  It is not 

suitable for hunting cats (like Mo) or those on a raw 

diet.                                                      Cont...  

My special girl,  

Mo, with her soft 

flower ‘cone of shame’ 

collar 



  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

FACT: Cats skin is notably loose; especially around the scruff of the neck and the belly (primordial  

   pouch).  This flexibility helps them to twist their bodies when falling, running or jumping. 

Topical corticosteroids e.g. Isaderm gel can be useful on small sore areas if the cat can’t lick it off. 

It helps Mo if she has scratched her face. Shampoos are rarely useful in cats due to their dislike of 

bathing. 

Simple things that can help are nail clipping and short-term use of buster collars or bodysuits (if 

tolerated) to reduce scratching or licking. 

The stress of the irritation of allergic skin disease can lead to additional behavioural over-grooming 

/ scratching. Drugs such as Gabapentin may be prescribed in the short term to help reduce this 

stress. 

From treating many cats including my own cat with allergic skin disease, I have learnt that it can be 

a distressing and frustrating condition for both cat and owner. It takes time and patience to find the 

best treatment plan for each individual. Sadly, we can’t cure the condition, but we can learn to 

control it leading to a more comfortable and happier feline friend. 

DEVON REX SKIN DISEASES 

Malassezia Yeast Dermaiis – Very common, 

characterised by greasy, itchy skin, often around the 

armpits, groin, neck and paw pads, with brown exudates 

and high yeast counts. Can be controlled by food changes, 

Atopica or steroid treatment. 

Urticaria Pigmentosa  -  A genetic condition causing 

itchy, reddish, crusty sores and papules. It can be kept 

under control with antihistamines and diet once mast cells 

have been identified by a dermatologist. 

Allergic Skin Disease – Reactions to food and 

airborne allergens causing itching, hair loss and 

inflammation. Again, can be managed by removing the 

allergens and often steroids and ciclosporines are used. 

WHY ARE DEVONS MORE PRONE? 

Lack of guard hairs – The short coat lacks protective 

top hairs making skin more exposed and prone to grease 

build-up and secondary infections. 

Genetic predisposition  – They have a genetic 

susceptibility to yeast overgrowth and specifically 

dermatitis types like Urticaria Pigmentosa. 

DOUXoS3 Pyo from ZOOPLUS etc. 

Prices start from £15.10 for 150ml 

care mousse for cats (labelled for 

dogs) to help combat microbial 

imbalances on the skin whilst 

soothing and reducing inflammation. 

It tastes nasty so we find it useful to 

stop them washing it off, limiting 

time in suits and collars. 

www.douxo.co.uk 



  

 

 

 

 

 

   

                             MAE & STEVIEøS TOP INTRO TIPS  

                             1. Go slow and steady and do not rush the first meets & greets.  

                    2. Use food, toys, playtime as bonding and affirming time.  Keep to routines 

                          3. Have plenty of ‘safe spaces’ for each pet to escape to and watch from. 

                      4. Make sure you go at the pets speed and don’t force their friendship.  

Introducing a cat to a poodle puppy: 

part survival guide, part sitcom  

 

Out of the blue, I receive a phone call from 

Nicole at Maystar  - Devon Rex breeder 

extraordinaire, asking if I’d like to adopt her 

soon-to-be ex-queen, Mae. Imagine my 

surprise! 

 

There was, however, one small complication: 

I had recently brought home a miniature 

poodle puppy.  Springy, bouncy, and about as 

 

By Michelle Imbierski 

 

subtle as a pogo stick, he didn’t exactly scream “ideal housemate for a dignified feline.” 

Still, after two decades with Devon Rex cats and losing our beloved Morph last summer, the thought of a new 

Devon to love filled me with delight. Mae, it seemed, was meant to be mine. 

Introductions, however, were not swift. Mae’s safe space became my bedroom, kitted out with plush beds on 

the wardrobe and a cat tree tall enough to double as a watchtower. I needn’t have worried - she conquered the 

heights within minutes, surveying her queendom with regal composure. 

Mae slept in my room for weeks, entertained by YouTube’s Cat TV and a prime view from the window. Slowly, 

the détente began: Stevie ate on one side of the closed door, Mae sniffed from the other. Then, with great 

ceremony, the door was left ajar. Mae could choose: venture out, or remain in her boudoir, glaring regally at 

her four-legged bouncer through the safety of a baby gate. 

To avoid catastrophe, I enlisted a dog trainer. She assured me Stevie wasn’t prey-driven - just desperate to 

play. Unfortunately, his “play” style involved flailing poodle paws that would flatten a lesser creature. Mae was 

unimpressed.  

The breakthrough came when Mae ventured beyond her safe space. At night, Stevie was crated in the lounge, 

giving her the run of the house. She mapped escape routes, identified high ground, and learned that no matter 

where she roamed, a leap to safety was always within reach. 

Of course, my trainer warned me of the golden rule: never let Stevie chase Mae. I even tried behavioural 

activation training with him. It worked… briefly. These days, he does enjoy chasing her - but Mae always wins, 

sailing to safety with the grace of a ballerina and the expression of someone who has better things to do. The 

two of them now hurtle around the house in wild pursuit, a daily comedy act that’s equal parts chaos and 

choreography. 

When I’m not looking, the two of them creep close, sniff politely, and retreat to their own corners. Of late I’ve 

noticed they put aside their athletic pursuits and both sit on my lap pretending the other doesn’t exist! If a 

cosy mat in front of a heater is involved – even more so! I like to think that within a few short months, they 

might summon the bravery to actually snuggle and enjoy each other’s company. 

    But until then, coexistence reigns: Mae the queen, Stevie the court jester, and me, their loyal 

       servant — just grateful the palace is still standing. 



 

 

 

 

    

Liver shunts (portosystemic shunts) 

are far less common in cats than in 

dogs, and many vets have not seen 

a feline case so misdiagnosis can 

ensue. Complicate this by the fact 

that many of the symptoms of a 

liver shunt are also seen in other 

illnesses and conditions. So if you 

have a cat or kitten which just isn’t 

quite right or exhibiting strange 

symptoms, and other illnesses have 

been ruled out, consider asking 

your vet if it could be a liver shunt. 

Symptoms of a liver shunt are very 

variable and can include any of the 

following:  

• Small, thin, unkempt looking 

• Drooling (a typical symptom) 

• Vomiting • Diarrhoea  

• Pacing • Circling • Unable to 

sit still • A blank stare  • Head 

pressing • Vision problems   

• Lack of coordination / 

staggering / loss of balance / 

clumsy • Mental confusion 

/slowness • Sudden spells of 

aggression, manic behaviour or 

being spooked • Lethargy  

•Seizures • Dilated pupils • 

Copper eyes • UTI/stones  

 

 

                               In 2008 Kal-El (Superman) was born 

                             here at Cherek Devon Rex in Scotland.  

He was always a small, quiet kitten - which I put down to 

him being a singleton. Utterly charming with big floppy ears, 

and guaranteed to make even grown men say “Aww”. He 

was totally fearless and would ride on the hoover. But by the 

time he was 12 weeks old, I was uneasy about him. He was 

very small and skinny with a pot belly. He seemed to have 

increasing spells of being very lethargic. He trotted across 

the wooden floor sounding as though he was wearing 

hobnailed boots as his front feet didn’t straighten out 

normally as he moved. The vet agreed that he wasn’t quite 

right and carried out tests. By the time the diagnosis came 

back a few days later, “not quite right” had become a very ill 

kitten.  

Kal-El had a liver shunt.  Put very simply, what he ate would 

bypass the liver and poison him. It affected his brain and so 

he felt ill and displayed neurological symptoms. Ignoring the 

vet’s suggestion that it might be best just to put him to 

sleep, I decided to try and medically managing him.  

Medical management meant a low protein diet, antibiotics 

and lactulose. The change in him within a matter of hours of 

starting the new diet and medication was just amazing. Gone 

was the quiet little kitten that sat and watched the other 

kittens. He was in there PLAYING and just kept going and 

going long after they had all run out of energy. Hence he 

earned himself the nickname of the Duracell Bunny.  

Well, we only expected him to live a few weeks or months at 

best and he truly outdid himself reaching eight years of age.   

He had episodes of being wobbly and unwell, but nothing like 

as bad as when he was a wee kitten. He had an 

extraordinary character and was a real charmer – once folks 

got over his slightly odd looks and behaviour.  

Kal-El was an obsessive retriever. This was a cat who, at 6 

months old, if I threw something for him which landed 6 

inches past his nose, he couldn’t follow it. He just couldn’t 

see it. He couldn’t understand. Then he accidentally 

discovered the joys of a foot long piece of white elastic and 

spent hours fiddling with this. I would throw it a tiny distance 

for him and he would get it and bring it back – so proud of 

himself. Things just progressed from there.  He didn’t give 

me any peace till I threw his thongs again and again. And 

again…. I really miss this extra special boy so much. 

 

By Elizabeth Brown 

Cherek Devon Rex 

The non-surgical 
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wrapped around the blood vessel 

reducing it in size with scarring over time 

fully closing it. The immediate recovery 

period is the riskiest time with the 

possibility of seizures causing brain 

damage or death. Bernice was in 

intensive care for five days, on heavy 

anti-seizure medication and made a 

textbook recovery. The medical 

management protocols of low protein 

diet, antibiotics and laxatives were 

continued until tests at three months 

post op confirmed this was now 

unnecessary.  

Conclusion 

Bernice has just turned eight.  Bar 

unrelated struggles with a skin rash, she 

is completely healthy.  Bernice’s 

operation was expensive but less than 

anticipated. The various tests to confirm 

diagnosis and prepare for operation cost 

the same again. In retrospect, I wish I 

had gone straight to the university 

hospital as soon as liver shunt was 

suspected as this would have reduced 

duplication of tests and costs.  Bernice 

and I would not have navigated this 

without the wisdom and support found at 

https://catlivershunt.org/  an indispensable 

resource for anyone facing a shunt 

diagnosis.   

 

I also turned to fellow breeder, Elizabeth 

Brown from Cherek, who co-managed a 

Liver Shunt Facebook page with then, 

fellow sufferer, Newt in Maryland, USA.  

https://www.facebook.com/CatLiverShunt 

and http://www.catlivershunt.com/ 

Both websites and FB pages are full of 

helpful information to help you navigate 

this minefield. 

 

The surgical 

By Charlotte Wood 

Daddy’O Devon Rex 

Symptoms 

Bernice was smaller than her littermates and I 

decided to hold her back to give her time to grow.  

She began to show worrying symptoms; of what I 

later found out was a liver shunt - an extra blood 

vessel bypassing the cleansing liver. At about four 

months toxins built up in her blood, effectively 

poisoning her. An acute incident of this is known as 

Hepatic Encephalopathy (HE).  Bernice salivated 

profusely during HE attacks and her chest and front 

legs would be sodden – I learned to use the increasing 

dampness of her lips as a tool to predict oncoming HE 

events. She would be glassy eyed and minimally 

responsive during an attack and any movement would 

be limited and unsteady. She smelled strongly of 

ammonia and had dirty eyes, nose and ears as her 

body attempted to excrete toxins through the skin.  

The description above sounds like a very sick cat with 

clear symptoms of liver shunt but these symptoms 

were intermittent and hard to pin down. Bernice was 

treated for suspected respiratory infection with 

antibiotics which reduced her symptoms for several 

weeks by reducing the bacteria load in her body. It 

was not until Elizabeth suggested liver shunt to me 

and I suggested it to my vet that any of us considered 

the possibility of serious illness.  

Treatment 

Medical management was attempted but with little 

success, merely spacing out the frequency of HE 

incidents by a few days. Bernice underwent a liver 

shunt repair operation at a veterinary university 

hospital at 8 months old. The extra blood vessel was 

very large and closing it off all at once was too much 

for her body to take.  A cellophane band was 

  Bernice in the 

 early days when 

 she would 

salivate making  

  her face and  

    chest wet. 

https://catlivershunt.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CatLiverShunt
http://www.catlivershunt.com/


 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

Earlier this year, I was honoured to be named 

Cats Protection Cat Vet of the Year 2025 for 

setting up our cat-only clinic, Graylands Cat 

Clinic. This award means a lot to me because it 

recognises something I’ve always believed in – 

that cats deserve better, more thoughtful 

veterinary care. 

I’ve loved cats all my life. I grew up in a house 

with six of them, and I’ve always been fascinated 

by how they think, feel and communicate. But 

throughout my career, I noticed a frustrating 

pattern: in veterinary medicine and research, 

cats are often treated like “small dogs”. 

Everything – from the way clinics are designed, 

to the medications developed, to the way 

consultations are run – is usually dog-centred. 

Cats are almost an afterthought, and I knew we 

could do better for them. 

That’s what inspired me to create Graylands Cat 

Clinic in October 2023 – a space designed 

entirely for cats, by people who understand 

them. From the very start, we built it around the 

feline experience. The clinic has no dogs, no 

barking, and no sudden loud noises. We use soft 

lighting, gentle handling, and materials that don’t 

hold strong smells. Every detail – from the 

waiting area to the consult tables – is chosen 

with cat senses in mind. We had Gold iCC Cat 

Friendly Clinic principles in mind when designing 

the space – it’s an amazing programme. 

Our team is trained specifically in  

feline-friendly handling and 

communication. We all adore cats 

and we understand that coming to the 

vet can be a really stressful event for both  

cats and their owners.  Many cats find travel and 

unfamiliar environments frightening, and some 

owners put off visits because they hate seeing 

their cat upset. That’s completely understandable 

– but it also means some cats don’t get the care 

they need until things are really wrong. 

At a cat-only clinic, that experience is 

completely different. Cats walk into a calm, 

quiet space where they don’t smell or hear any 

dogs.  The environment feels safe, and our 

gentle approach helps them settle much faster.  

We take our time to let them explore and 

adjust, so the whole visit feels less like a battle 

and more like a partnership. 

We’ve noticed an incredible change in how cats 

behave once they realise they’re in a cat-only 

space. Even nervous cats start to relax, eat 

treats, and purr during their appointments. 

Owners tell us they can’t believe how different 

their cats are compared to visits elsewhere. 

That reduced stress doesn’t just make things 

easier emotionally – it has real medical 

benefits too. A calm cat has a steadier heart 

rate and breathing, which means we can get 

more accurate examinations, blood pressure 

readings and test results. We can pick up on 

subtle signs of illness that might be missed 

when a cat is too frightened to be touched or 

examined properly. 

For owners, the experience is often described 

as a relief. There’s no tension of trying to 

manage a panicked cat in a waiting room full of 

barking dogs, and no guilt afterwards about 

how stressful the trip was. They leave knowing 

their cat has been understood, respected, and 

treated kindly. 

At Graylands, we see the difference every 

single day. Cats who once needed to be 

sedated for check-ups now sit calmly on the 

table. And for us as a team, there’s nothing 

more rewarding than seeing cats trust us and 

feel safe.            Cont… 

Cat -Only Clinic   

 
By Joanna Szymanska 

Director and Vet at Graylands Cat Clinic 

FACT:  Scruffing a cat involves gripping the loose skin on the back of their necks, mimicking how mother 
              cats carry their kittens, however, it’s very stressful for adult cats, triggering fear, not relaxation. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A cat-only clinic isn’t just a nice idea – it truly transforms veterinary care 

for cats and makes the experience more positive for everyone involved. 

Cats are unique, sensitive creatures, and they deserve care that reflects 

that. At Graylands, we’re proud to be part of a growing movement that’s 

putting cats first. 

The number of cat-only clinics in the UK is growing. Some mixed practices 

also run dedicated ‘cat clinics’ at set times when no dogs are in the 

building.  I also strongly encourage you to look for clinics with Cat Friendly 

Clinic accreditation – even if they aren’t strictly cat-only (and usually have 

dogs there too), they take special steps to make sure their facilities and 

staff are trained in a cat-friendly way. 

 

Maystar Marius  
& his Vet Mum 

I was struggling to keep my old stud houses dry.  Ants had gained access a few years 
back and nested between the walls and UPVC. Making incredible and intricate nests 
and filling the walls with soil.  This made humidity rise inside the stud quarters  creating 
difficulties when the boys began over-spraying, eventually rotting the floors.  Add this 
to the very wet weather we have had and everything was getting pretty bad. 
A decision was made to increase the indoor living space by 2ft and reduce the outside 
space to keep a similar footprint of 7ft x 24ft but also increasing vertical space by 35% 
giving freedom to increase instinctual climbing, resting and most importantly, 
voyeurism on the neighbours. 

The new design started with two large picture windows with integral blinds that I 
found on Marketplace for a crazy price and the design I had in mind was sent to 
Estonia, via a friend of a friend, who built two houses and shipped them to Cheshire, 
where Ade & I drove to collect them in a hire truck.  The amount of wood was 
incredible and all thick 19mm untreated shiplap.  We spent the hottest days of the year 
giving everything 2 coats of rot-proofing and 3 coats of Duckback paint inside and out. 
It was one of those jobs you wished you never ever started! 
 
Ade helped me erect the huge panels which we fought single handily into place. Then 
Ade left me to line with 2” polystyrene, vapour barrier and 10mm UPVC white plastic.  
It all took hours in the heat.   Ade then helped install the double glazing and most 
importantly help to put shingles on the roof. Unfortunately, I didn’t master flashing 
very well and we now have a slight leak in all this heavy rain.   
Next came the cushion flooring, skirting and sealing every nook and cranny from pee.  
With table top and kitchen units from Ikea, a pair of second hand ZooPlus scratchers 
which I disinfected, jetwashed and painted black.  We had new heaters and lights from 
the old houses which fitted perfectly.  Garden seats from JYSK with waterproof 
homemade covers, beds and blankets for snuggly comfort and more importantly, 
wicking materials that dry quickly after a wash. The houses were really beginning to 
take shape making the hard work in 30 degree heat all worth it.   
  
The outside runs were made from heavy duty garden panels and fronts were recycled 
cages from and old horse roundpen that makes great gates and panels and once 
painted, they blend very well and are very secure as we have wild foxes in the area.  
Again, Ade turned up to fight the twinwall onto roof, he worked a blinder with his 
arthritis.   I made shelves to form a cat wall from leftover marine ply and rounded the 
edges for safety and put a wheel in each outdoor area.  Each outdoor area follows the 
roof line with the top shelves being at 8ft.  Indoor and outdoor trays are provided as 
well as an extra-large cat flap for access, secure locks and cameras inside and out.  
 
I can honestly say they are so easy to keep clean now and smelling good and the boys 
are much happier and not stressed anymore. They have ample space to mooch, 
sunbathe or rest out of sight and plenty of shelves on both sides to jump to and fro 
making an up-over-down arrangement.  I also upgraded, with all the leftovers, the 
separate Queens’ Quarters, allowing for friends ladies to visit.  This stops the majority 
of spraying in their own houses with all foreign smells.  Now, to enjoy it all in 2026 and 
finally sit out in the garden?  One can dream! 

STUD WORK  
By Nicole SJ Rankin 

Maystar HQ 

https://icatcare.org/cat-friendly-clinic/for-owners-and-caregivers
https://icatcare.org/cat-friendly-clinic/for-owners-and-caregivers


 

 

 

  

 

Rusty is my third Devon Rex cat. My first, Sammy lived to be 

17 and a half.  He taught himself to play the piano by 

watching me do it. He played his tunes with front paws on the 

keyboard and back on the bench. He also ate two 18” pieces 

of yarn and escaped overnight. My second, Snipper, was the 

most loving but had many maladies including IBD, HCM and 

had Pancreatitis on multiple occasions. He was a fetcher and 

loved camping in the motorhome. Rusty has been relatively 

trouble free until he wasn’t.  

Rusty has been the healthiest of my Devons. I was fortunate 

to get him from a wonderful breeder when he was three and a 

half months old. He is now seven years old and his coloring is 

Cinnamon Smoke. He is a crazy little comedian, and my 

husband and I adore him.  

Several months ago, after a normal breakfast, Rusty began 

throwing up violently and did so throughout the day about 

every 3 hours.  At first, I thought it was something that would 

right itself until his vomit turn to clear liquid.  He tried to drink 

water on his own but would immediately throw that up as 

well.  This was a nightmare and I knew it was dangerous for a 

cat to go through this.  I tried calling my UC Davis trained 

regular vet but it was a holiday in the States and his 

answering service told me he wasn’t in.  We live in a rural 

community on the Oregon Coast with no ER vets in the area.  

I called a mobile vet who suspected an obstruction and told 

me about an urgent care vet an hour and a half away.  I 

called and they were willing to see my Rusty. 

My husband drove and I held a weak and exhausted Rusty as 

we made our way to the urgent care vet. Dr. Kulei Kramer 

was wonderful!  She immediately took Rusty in for x-rays and 

blood work to check for a blockage or other problems.   

She showed me that his x-rays looked perfect with no 

blockages noted.  His blood work was a different story though.  

His renal values showed renal failure (possibly due to 

dehydration) and his liver ALT test was out of range.  Oddly 

his pancreatic enzymes were normal.  She gave him an 

injection of Cerenia, B-12 and Convenia.  She also gave him 

200 ml of fluids.  No blockage or swellings were seen on the 

x-ray.  She told me he should be feeling better and to feed 

him as soon as I got home and have him drink water.  She 

sent him home with oral Cerenia to be given once per day 

until we could get in to see our regular vet after the weekend. 

Unfortunately, Rusty refused to eat anything including meat 

baby food which he would normally lap up immediately.  I 

syringe fed him and gave him water by syringe and he was 

able to keep this down but would not eat on his own.  

The following morning I called 

the urgent care vet back and she 

ordered Mitrazapine, a known 

appetite enhancer from my local 

pharmacy.  This took several 

hours to work, but eventually he 

began eating again. 

After the weekend, I took Rusty 

in to our regular vet. He was 

impressed by the treatment by 

the urgent care vet and repeated 

the lab work and gave additional 

fluids to Rusty.  Fortunately, his 

renal function tests had returned 

to almost normal.  His ALT liver 

enzymes were even higher than 

at the urgent care vets.  There 

they were 740 (normal high is 

130) at the urgent vet.  That day, 

with the regular vet they were 

796, unusually high.  His 

potassium was low, however, and 

the vet ordered Potassium to be 

given at home. 

Since Rusty was now eating and 

exhibiting no overt symptoms, he 

sent him home and asked me to 

bring him back in for repeat 

blood work in three weeks.   

Rusty seemed almost normal but 

was sleeping a lot and was more 

lethargic.  Luckily he was eating 

and drinking normally, however 

he had horrible, putrid breath 

which he had never had before. 

                                  Cont…   

By Robyn Tatham 

Top Maystar Fan 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My husband and I talked about what could have caused this entire 

situation.  The doctor could not find a cause.  The only thing out of 

the ordinary was that Rusty was given a liver treat the night before 

the vomiting and instead of chewing it, he swallowed it whole.  I 

mentioned this to both vets but neither believed it could have 

caused these symptoms.  Regardless, I immediately stopped giving 

him the treats and added a freeze dried chicken treat to his raw diet 

instead.   

Rusty had blood work every three weeks and his ALT liver enzyme 

went down, but continually hovered around 550 which was still way 

too high. 

I sent a note to Nicole at Maystar HQ and told her what was going on and she suggested trying Milk 

Thistle which is known to be a liver detoxifier.  I immediately purchased this and started giving 

Rusty the tiny dose recommended once per day.  Two weeks later his ALT went down to 530, then 

3 weeks after was 430.  He was feeling better! 

Since the test was still too high, the vet, Dr. Wood recommended an abdominal ultrasound with an 

ultrasound guided Trucut liver biopsy.  Rusty also had a blood test to check for coagulation 

problems and this turned out to be normal.  The biopsy was done and thankfully, the liver and 

everything else looked entirely normal. 

Since this time, Rusty has returned to normal.  He occasionally has the usual upset stomach (once 

or twice since the event and after eating), but nothing like the original episode.  The doctor 

repeated his lab work a few weeks ago now and his lab values are lower, but still out of range.  He 

is now acting completely normal and is having no symptoms whatsoever despite the readings. 

The first thing I will stress that both cases that I'm going to talk 

about were closely monitored by my ve ts and both cases had 

antibiotic cover and veterinary supplied pain relief.   

The first case was one of my queens, Bob. (Kate short for Bob, if you 

know you know but I'll give you a clue; that breed line all featured 

Blackadder names). She had a litter of kittens and all was well for the first 

few days. When the kittens were about 4/5 days old she became very 

unwell with no clear cause.  She stopped eating, was lethargic and 

reluctant to feed the kittens. A vet visit got her started on antibiotic cover 

but there was no improvement. By the following day the cause became 

apparent, she had mastitis. This very quickly became gangrenous mastitis 

and she spent a couple of days as an inpatient with intravenous antibiotics 

and pain relief at the vets and I hand fed her kittens. 

On her return home she was much better in herself but her mammary 

glands were hugely swollen and starting to blacken, the mastitis had 

become gangrenous & necrotic (Fig.1). She had warm compresses several 

times a day to help relieve her discomfort. I can't remember the exact 

time frame as this was a good few years ago but it wasn't long until the 

blackened dead skin started sloughing off. This was very distressing for 

me but oddly Bob didn't seem to be in pain, I suspect that as the skin 

died so did the nerve endings? (Fig.2.)                               Cont… 

 

By Jane Rowden 

Itzapromise Devon Rex 

Fig.1 

Fig.2 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

From this point forward we began a regime of three times daily warm 

water compresses to soften the wounds, immediately followed by very 

thorough salt water cleaning (1 tsp salt to a pint of boiled and cooled 

water, made fresh for each application and no double dipping the wool).  

After this we made sure that the wounds were completely dry and then 

applied the miracle ingredient, medical grade Manuka honey. The 

attached pictures are graphic but show just how quickly the wounds 

healed, what I had expected to take months took just a few weeks! 

(Fig.3) 

The second case is more recent, my boy Fawlty unfortunately suffered 

abuse by a person unknown, he came home with a piece of baling twine 

tied very tightly around his foot, it was so tight that initially I couldn't 

work out why his foot was swollen to about three times its normal size. 

(Fig.4) It was impossible for me to remove the twine on my own so an 

emergency vet trip followed.  

The vet managed to cut the twine with a hooked scalpel blade but the 

damage was severe, he had absolutely no sensation in his foot and we 

were warned it may need to be amputated. The following day saw no 

improvement but it wasn't worse either but as the days passed the 

swelling started to go down infection reared its head and the foot became 

sore, wet and a bit smelly (Fig.5), so we hit it hard with a similar regime 

to the mastitis, we soaked the foot in salt water thrice daily, dried it and 

applied Manuka honey.  

At about a week after the injury occurred we really weren't seeing much 

improvement and he was booked in for amputation, but on examination 

the vets felt the infection was controlled and although he still had no 

sensation in his foot he was using it, so we were to take him home and 

continue as before.  

I am pleased to say that Fawlty has since made a complete recovery and 

after about 2 months he has finally regained sensation in his foot. The 

only tell-tale sign is a very fine line of thin hair where the twine had been 

tied (Fig.6).  Again, pictures are attached are to show how the wound and 

its healing progress.   

I think that basic wound care can achieve really good and unexpected 

results, the key things are cleanliness, correct frequency of treatment 

(too much and the wound can't heal, too little and infection will flourish) 

and awful lot of faith and paw crossing.  

Fig.3 

Fig.4 

Fig.5 

Fig.6 

1. Control any bleeding by applying pressure to the wound. 

2. Clean gently, rinse with clean, lukewarm water or saltwater to flush out dirt.  

    Avoid alcohol or strong soaps.  Use clean cotton wool for each application. 

3. Carefully clip hair around the wound to keep it clean. 

4. Apply antibacterial cream, spray or medicated honey, then, cover with 

    non-stick gauze or pad and bandage to hold in place. 

5. Take your cat to the vet for deep bleeding wounds that require stitches or  

    surgery.  For wounds that are gaining heat, swelling, pus or if it’s not healing.   

    The wound may require antibiotic cover and pain relief.  Do not remove large 

    foreign objects yourself in case of vascular rupture. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Have any of you read about “Shared 
Death Experiences?”  I had read and 
heard a lot about “Near Death 

Experiences” but only recently about 
“Shared Death Experiences.”  As I am 

growing older, I find myself searching for 
hope for the future.  Even though I am a 

Christian, thoughts enter my mind about 
what this life will look and feel like.  It 
wasn’t until recently that I realized I may 

have seen part of the beginning of this 
journey with my first two Devons, Sammy 

and Snipper. 
 
In 1998, my husband and I heard the 

devastating news that he had Stage 4, 
incurable lung cancer. He was in denial, 

but I saw the future too clearly and knew 
he had only a short time to live. 
 

I had always loved cats, in fact, when I 
was a child my mother bred the apple 

head Siamese.  We always had kittens 
running through the house.  My husband 
wasn’t a cat lover at all, but I was able to 

convince him that I needed the comfort of 
a cat to walk with me during the journey 

of his illness.  I had seen a television 
show on HGTV several years earlier about 
the Devon Rex breed and was determined 

to find one.  Luckily, there was a breeder 
within an hour of my home, and I was 

chosen by my first Devon, Sammy, a 
beautiful Silver MacTabby, who was four 
months old.  He was such a comfort to 

me as my husband grew more ill. 
 

A year and a half later, the doctors told us 
there was no more that could be done 
and that at most My husband had six 

months to live.  I asked for another  
 

 
 
 
 

Devon to keep me and Sammy company and my 
husband said yes.  The same breeder had another 
special boy for me and I was able to bring home 

Snipper a beautiful Chocolate MacTabby. 
 

These two Devons became my comfort but also my 
husband’s constant protectors.  He was in a hospital 
bed in the living room and these two were always 

beside him or at his feet warming him and comforting 
him. 

 
The day came when the cancer took my husband but 
after he was gone, Sammy continued to lay in the same 

spot on the hospital bed as if my husband was still 
there refusing to leave for anything but food and potty. 

When the hospital bed was taken away, he continued to 
lay in the same spot on the floor for more than a week 
scarcely leaving for a moment.  Sammy grieved my 

husband’s loss for many weeks. 
 

Eventually, I remarried a wonderful man who was a 
friend of my husband.  He fell in love with my Devons.  
Both of them were jealous for my attention, so we 

decided that he would lavish love and attention on 
Snipper while I would lavish mine on Sammy.  This 

avoided the cat fights for my undivided attention! 
 
Unfortunately, my husband was diagnosed with Stage 

IV Colon cancer.  He was fortunate that treatment 
helped him to lead a fairly normal life for five years but 

the last five years of his life were very difficult.  Again 
both Devons became his protectors warming and 
comforting him as though this was their life and job. 

 
When my husband took his last breath with family 

surrounding him, suddenly little feet could be seen 
carefully climbing from the side of his hospital bed, and 

staying close to the bed Snipper carefully crawled onto 
the chest of my husband and laid across his heart for 
several minutes and then crawled up to his face and 

nuzzled him and kissed him with the love only a 
devoted Devon could give.  He then settled back onto 

my husband’s chest and remained until he was taken 
away. 
 

What was happening? Did these sensitive creatures 
know that the souls of their owners were traveling on?  

Did they see something we could not?  I only know that 
the hearts of all the family members who witnessed the 
devotion of these two Devons were moved and will 

never be the same. 
 

 

By Robyn Tatham 

Top Maystar Fan 

Intuitive Awareness: Some cats seem to understand a friend is in pain or dying. Showing distress on their behalf. 
Social System Disruption: The loss of a key member disrupts their social structure, leading to varied reactions. 
Whilst not a “shared” near-death experience, cats clearly process loss deeply, often mirroring human grief and 

creating a shared emotional space in the home after a loved one passes. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

from yellow to warm orange. 

The red gene is therefore a “masking” 

gene.  This means the cat still 

possesses genes in locus B. In other 

words, under the red or cream colour 

hides genetic material for black, 

chocolate, or cinnamon colours, which 

we can bring back with the right choice 

of partner. 

This gene has two alleles: 

‘O’ - this allele blocks the production of 

eumelanin, so only pheomelanin is 

produced in the cell. 

‘o’ - does not block the production of 

eumelanin. 

It is important to remember that a 

male cat has only one X sex 

chromosome. Therefore he will be red, 

or cream if diluted. 

A female cat has two X chromosomes 

and will be red only when both X 

chromosomes have the O allele. If a 

female cat has one chromosome with 

the O allele and the other with o, then 

the cat will be tortoiseshell. 

 

The Colour Trap: Why Genetics Matter More Than Pedigree 

Knowing the genotype of our cat is an essential foundation 

for every breeder. It allows us to plan pairings according 

to our breeding plan and to choose the right mates for 

breeding. The GEMS code we see in the pedigree is a 

record of the phenotype of our cat – what we see on the 

outside. However, what we see in the pedigree does not 

always match the genotype, which is the true traits 

written in genetic code. Mistakes in determining a cat’s 

colour happen often, especially with problematic colours 

like caramel, taupe, lilac or apricot. This is why we should 

not only test our foundation cats to determine their 

genotype, colours and traits, but also know the basics of 

gene inheritance to avoid mistakes that happen in future 

generations in pedigrees. 

Coat colour, its intensity and pattern are created by two 

pigments produced by pigment cells: eumelanin - the 

black pigment and pheomelanin, the yellow pigment. 

Locus B The production of eumelanin, the black pigment, 

is modified by three basic genes: black (B/ B or B/b), 

chocolate (b/b) and cinnamon (b’ b’). Black is dominant 

over chocolate, chocolate is dominant over cinnamon.  We 

all know what black colour looks in cats until it’s hairless 

and suddenly everyone calls it blue because the skin picks 

up lighter undertones in the sun. If this isn’t confirmed by 

a lab, it’s just guessing, especially when chocolate, 

cinnamon and dilution are involved. 

 

Locus D The dilution gene performs the function of 

lightening colours, but for this to occur the cat must have 

two copies of the recessive allele d/d. This is how black 

colour changes to blue, chocolate to lilac, cinnamon to 

fawn, and red to cream. 

With D/D (no dilution) or D/d (carrier of dilution) the gene 

hides completely and may stay that way for generations. 

This is why it is very important to test - it allows us to plan 

pairings consciously and predict the colours of offspring. 

 

Locus O The red colour is linked to the female X sex 

chromosome. This is where the red gene is located, which 

is inherited through the female line. The gene responsible 

for red colour blocks the production of eumelanin. Instead, 

pheomelanin is produced - the yellow pigment in shades 

 

Colour Accuracy  
By Maria Niewiadomska 

IconicSX Sphynx Cattery 

The Black Cat – B/B or B/b 
is dominant over chocolate 

The Chocolate Cat – b/b  
is dominant over cinnamon 

The Cinnamon Cat – b’/b’ 
is the last modified gene 

UNDERSTANDING THE ‘B’ GENE 



 

 

 

   

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  
Dilute Modifier (Dm) 

Expression of this gene was first observed in the 1970s 

in Oriental cats and includes colours such as caramel 

(blue-based), taupe (lilac-based caramel), fawn-based 

caramel, and apricot, which is closely linked to cream.  

Dilute modifier does not affect full colours such as black, 

chocolate, cinnamon or red, so it can remain hidden for 

many generations.  Modifier shows variable expression 

with a wide spectrum of shades. This is why genetic 

testing is important in these cases to determine correct 

colour. 

Lilac stays soft and cool and the paw pads are pale. 

Caramel tends to look darker, deeper, sometimes with 

this strange shiny effect on the top layer of the skin, and 

the paw pads match that darker tone.  Apricot is the one 

that gets mislabelled as cream constantly, but is warmer 

and peachy, especially around the face and legs, and it 

has the same quiet shine you see in caramel but not as 

heavy. In the wrong light, you simply cannot see it 

unless you know exactly what you’re looking for. 

Differences can be very subtle, practically unnoticeable, 

especially in photographs where lighting changes 

everything. 

Breeders have a responsibility. Not just to kittens we 

raise but to every generation after them. We talk about 

ethics, transparency and health in breeding but colour 

accuracy should belong in the same conversation, 

because, once wrong colour is written in pedigree  

it stays there, incorrectly, for years. 

 

The Black Cat – D/D or D/d 
must have two copies of the 

recessive allele d/d 

UNDERSTANDING THE LOCUS D 

The Blue Cat – d/d  
black cats change to blue cats 

The Lilac Cat – b/b  d/d  
chocolate cats change to lilac 

The Fawn Cat – b’/b’ d/d  
cinnamon cats change to fawn 

UNDERSTANDING THE LOCUS O 

The Male Red Cat XºY 

The males only have one X 

chromosome making hims red. 

But, under the red or cream 

hides genetic material for black, 

chocolate or cinnamon 

 

The Female Red Cat XO XO 

A female cat has two X 

chromosomes and when both 

have O allele, the cat will be 

red.  If one chromosome has O 

and the other o (XO Xº) then 

you get a torty!  

 

 

 

 FEMALE CAT 

   MALE CAT 

X 

X 

X 

Y 

X-Y chromosomes indicate whether 

the kittens will be male or female. 

There is a 50:50 chance of having 

male or female kittens in a litter as 

they take half of the genetic material 

from each parent. 

How Chromosomes determine the sex of kittens 



 

 

    

   

Sam Farrell   
Coventry Cat Groomers  

Qualified Specialist Cat Groomer, 

PIF/National Pet College with 

distinction at KD Grooming Studio.  

Feline First Aid qualified, fully insured 

and work to the highest standards in 

a purpose built cat only salon 

 www.coventrycatgroomers.co.uk 

Drying boxes help maintain the natural curl of 

the coat while drying gently — the Home Run 

Pet Drybo is a popular option. 

However, Mambo couldn’t be bathed at this 

time, so an alternative solution was needed. In 

this case, Unicorn Powder was used. This 

fantastic product absorbs excess grease while 

also acting as a whitening powder. The results 

were excellent — Mambo looked great, and 

more importantly, he remained relaxed and 

happy. If bathing is unavoidable, mild sedation 

using gabapentin can sometimes be an option, 

but this must always be discussed with a vet 

as it is prescription-only. 

Regular grooming plays a huge role in 

preventing coat issues and helps strengthen 

the bond between owner and cat. Keeping 

sessions short and frequent is key. If your cat 

dislikes certain areas, such as the tummy or 

legs, work briefly on those areas before 

switching to spots they enjoy, like the face or 

chest. Alternating like this helps reduce stress, 

and a tasty treat at the end never hurts. 

Regular combing with a metal comb helps 

prevent knots, avoid harsh combs such as 

furminators and minimal combing should be 

done on the Devon Rex’s delicate coat and 

often chamois and silk are used.   

 

Grooming is an essential part of owning a cat, 

whether you are preparing for the show ring or 
simply maintaining their coat at home. 

Understanding what products to use and how to 
use them correctly is key. 

Let’s start with Mambo — a beautiful white Devon 
Rex. Does he enjoy grooming? Absolutely not! 

When his owner asked how to manage his 
greasy, stained coat, we had to consider options 
that could be done at home with minimal 

handling.  It had taken a long time for Mambo to 
trust his owner, and she was understandably 

worried that bathing him would undo all that 
progress. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In an ideal situation, how would this issue 

normally be treated in the salon? The staining on 
Mambo’s coat was caused by grease build-up 
along his lower back and tail, a common 

condition in intact males known as stud tail 
(although females can experience it too). He was 

also greasy over his shoulders too.  Removing 
this grease is important and should always be 
done using cat-specific products. Some of my 

favourites include Farber pre-step crème, Dolly-
Chiny degreaser, and Groomer’s Goop. These 

products are applied to a dry coat, rinsed 
thoroughly, and followed with a degreasing 
shampoo such as Chubbs Bars. A finishing 

shampoo can then be used if needed. 

After bathing, it’s important to fully dry the cat to 
avoid irritation or matting. This can be done 
using a handheld dryer on a cool setting or a 

drying box, which is especially useful for delicate 
coats like the Devon Rex.  

 
 

Mambo frequently takes a dust bath 



 

  

Daily eye cleaning can reduce staining, and 
products such as Eye Envy are excellent for 
prevention and treatment. Weekly ear cleaning is 

usually sufficient. 

 
Staining can also come from food dyes, which 
are common in commercial diets. Using clean 

ceramic or stainless-steel bowls can help prevent 
both staining and feline acne. Shallow bowls are 

particularly helpful, as they reduce contact with 
the sides while eating. 

 
If staining does occur, starting with a pre-

treatment such as Farber crème, Dolly-Chiny, or 
Groomer’s Goop is best. Follow with a whitening 
shampoo like Chubbs Mighty White, Anju Beauté 

Blancheur, or Hydra Whitening, these can also be 
used to restore the brightness of a dull coat. 

 
Introducing grooming early in life makes long-

term care much easier. However, if grooming 
becomes difficult, seeking help from a 

professional feline groomer is always a good 
option to get you back on track. 

 

L’Oscar Unicorn Powder 

  130g safe pure white powder  

    leave in and brush out 

Eye Envy Tear Stain Powder 

  14g very fine powder for soaking 

tears to reduce staining. 

 

ALL THESE PRODUCTS & MUCH MORE CAN BE PURCHASED AT SAM’S ONLINE STORE OR AT LOCAL CAT SHOWS 

SHOWS 

   Rubber Palm Groomer 

  Soft, gentle rubber brush that we 

apply the Unicorn Powder with 

Showing Maggie Mayhem  

I have been showing Household Pets (HHPôs) and various breeds across section  

3 and 5 for the last 14 or 15 years, I have been blessed to meet many lovely friends 

and their cats along the way.  

HHPôs have a special place in my heart and I love showing in this section. I felt  

incredibly lucky and honoured when Nicole offered me Maggie to show as a  

Household Pet as Nicole only breeds very old style Rex which do not conform to the USA standard of points.. 

Apart from being beautiful and sassy, as the litter were hand reared she had been used to a lot of handling and 

human contact which made her the perfect candidate for showing in this category.  

We currently show in both GCCF and TICA and their formats are slightly different. However, both do not judge 

HHPôs to any kind of standard of points or breed standard, it is purely based on temperament, condition and 

presentation. They need to have a confident personality and be relaxed, happy and confident when handled.  

                            Bonus points for kissing judges and a loud purr!!  

                                    It is important that prior to show day that you do make sure that you do the óshow  

                                           prepô, Maggie had quite a woolly coat as a baby. We did try to bath her in the sink the 

                                             first time before we went out to a show. Needless to say, this was not a success  

                                                 despite instructions from Nicole on óHow To Do Itô.  Maggie grumbled and 

                                                    wriggled throughout and it was clear that she intends to undertake her own lick  

                                                    and spit preparation as she is seriously much better at it. 

 

By Karen Layflurrie 

Top Maystar Fan 

                                                                       The GCCF stands for the Governing Council for the Cat Fancy and is an English registry. 

                                                                          The International Cat Association (TICA) is an American registry.  You can register  

                                                                             and  show under both registries.  Enjoying benefits and variations they offer. 



 

 

  

The other dreaded part of preparation is the Claw Clip. It is 

mandatory that all claws front and back are clipped prior to the 

show day and this is checked at vetting in (the vet check before 

you are allowed to enter the show hall- they check your vaccines 

are up to date, claws clipped, ears and eyes clean and no signs of 

infestation of any kind). Iôm used to a wriggler, as my Ava I used to 

show in HHPôs was terrible for having her claws clipped and we 

used to have to do it over several days before the show.   

Surprisingly, although I would like to say Maggie is great, and she 

would say she is, she wonôt allow her claws to be clipped without 

much grumbling about it. Apparently, Momma Nicole is the best at 

doing this and has all the right equipment- proper claw clipping 

scissors are a must! I just wipe her ears with a cotton wool pad and 

ditto her eyes. She is a very clean and tidy girl with no Devon Rex 

grease making her easy to keep clean and show ready every day. 

We have worked hard with Maggieôs coat and we have had to use 

a de-shedding comb to very gently get rid of some of the baby fluff 

that was stuck under her new winter coat and really get those 

waves coming. We use one of the mitts that Paula Simms, from 

Rexellence, makes.  It has velvet on one side and chamois leather 

on the other and brings out the waves beautifully. Judges do like a 

cat that smells good and it is part of the show preparation and we 

have some Jerob spray which brings out her waves and 

smells really good!  

Maggie has loved her shows days so far and has done incredibly 

well- winning her KMC (Kitten Master Cat) with GCCF and an 

Overall-Best-In-Show Household Pet. We have only just started 

with TICA but she has been a happy little girl and has enjoyed all 

the attention and showing off and the judges have placed her well, 

gaining seven finals, including two coveted Best Cats.   

Itôs really important to me that Maggie enjoys her days out 

showing, and she has a little following of people that come to see 

her that are part of the Maystar Family and we always love to see 

them and Maggie loves her cuddles. She is a joy and we are so 

lucky that she is ours.   

If you ever plan on visiting a show then let me know and we will 

see if we plan to be there. We are always up for making new 

friends and adding to Maggieôs entourage!!!  

Maggieõs Top Bits  

     PAULA’S MITS 

     Handmade from Velvet & Chamois for    

   that all over curly groom for Rex breeds. 

  www.facebook.com/paula.simms.12 

JEROB BAY RUM 
     Bay leaf, clove & cinnamon scent spray 

used to add shine and coat texture. 

   

 SMALL ANIMAL CLIPPERS 

 Excellent, light and easy to use and very 

sharp so no more splitting nails. 

 



  

You can add pedigrees on www.pawpeds.com 

2019 was one of those years that I will never forget and part of what 

happened next has shaped my breeding plans to this day and began a 

dream of ridding my cattery of a bad luck charm I inherited via a mating 

to an external stud cat.  I am not here to damn the breeder of that cat 

as once notified, she rectified the issues and was grateful for my 

support going forwards – however, it has left my cattery open to 

scrutiny from other breeders .  But as always, not to be outdone by a 

simple genetic issue and bad tempered breeders, I have stoically 

carried on one of my lines to prove, to myself, that I can eradicate this 

gene.  So, what is this ‘thing’?  It is something called Congenital 

Myasthenic Syndrome (CMS) or in the old days, we called it Spacticity 

where cats had a dog-begging posture and would often die young. 

The story began with me testing the progeny as the father was not 

tested at the time, so I could register the kittens.  I knew already we 

had a clear household but the shock when the results of kittens came 

back was like a slap in the face.  Moreover, as two large litters were 

born and several died very quickly, within the first week, and every 

kitten left that I tested was a positive carrier for CMS, I felt a little 

doomed!   The GCCF allows one mating like this and the cat is put on a 

genetics register; something I completely condoned to be done.  

However, that girls litter, the same thing happened, only the live 

kittens tested positive carriers for CMS and I was advised by the GCCF 

to neuter this litter and give up the line – I pleaded my case that this 

was a hard won line blah, blah, blah, but it was declined, twice.  Hey ho. 

I had a few weeks to think about it and spoke to a few breeders I knew 

personally in Holland and they recommended I register the kittens with 

an alternative registry so as not to lose the precious line that has no 

known health issues, good coats, no usual DRX heart, skin or stomach 

issues and to carry on testing and being vigilant in my breeding 

practices.  I have kept the line safe here and have not sold anything for 

breeding on purpose knowing that I could care for it and nurture this 

genetic fault out of the line and not have to involve anyone else.  

Well, would you believe it; the following litter went on to have only 

CMS carries AGAIN!!!  I was devastated and trudged forwards; we are 

now three generations on and I still have a carrier here at Maystar HQ.   

 

So long as two copies of the gene never meet, 

then we are safe.  Only when two copies meet 

does the awful affliction come about and in the 

90s I saw this in a cat for myself and have always 

been an advocate for testing after seeing him go 

down -hill quickly.  The older EU DRX community 

believe that you can breed away from CMS and 

are more open to talk about and helped me a lot.  

Earlier this year there was a call to action for 

pedigrees that have CMS in them, and I do need 

to get these sent over to Holland to be put on a 

database, but first, I wanted to write this article.  

There was a list of CMS carriers issued via 

Langfords reports in the UK and I can put my paws 

up and say, all but two of that count, were mine 

from 2019 going forwards.  I hope people will be 

open minded and not slate the pedigrees as have 

been done to breeders for decades.  It’s no one’s 

direct fault, nature is both cruel and incredible in 

equal measure – it’s what you do with the 

information that’s important. 

I have, of course, considered many times just 

giving up this line, but it is the funniest and 

quirkiest lines I have and it is such a hard won line 

that I truly love and so long as each litter is happy 

and more importantly, healthy, I will continue my 

own little fight to keep it and eventually register a 

clear kitten back with the GCCF. 

Going back a few steps, when I did look at the 

boy’s pedigree in depth, and I mean going back up 

to 20 generations, I saw a few names that popped 

out after I briefly saw a white paper written by 

Lesley Lyons.  I clocked a few names to keep for 

the future and hey presto, there were a few of 

those names from the 80s and 90s that were hot 

for CMS.  However, with the new testing, I 

became complacent that every other UK breeder 

knew what they were working with.  It was 

honestly my own fault for not pushing the 

question.   

 

For nothing more than interest, you can hand pick 

the carriers throughout the 20 generations, but of 

course, it is still very taboo and no one will open 

up due to ridicule – so I am here to quash that 

ridicule.  I know I have this under control, I have 

external support, I have not put my kittens or 

their families at any risk – so for that – I will do my 

upmost to help others by sending in my pedigrees 

and findings so that the future looks brighter for 

these genetic anomalies. 

Unlucky for Some  BAD LUCK 

GENES 

By Nicole SJ Rankin 

Maystar HQ 



   
 

                          
                                  Hello all, or perhaps I should  

                                  say, G’day!  My name is  
                                  Deborah, but most call me Deb. 
                                  I live in Adelaide, South  

                                  Australia.  I was introduced to 
my first Devon Rex in October 1998, and fell instantly 

in love with a tiny 3 week old chocolate tortie baby who 
curled up in my hand and fell asleep. She came to me 
the following January and together, we started showing 

and in January 2000, her first litter  
of kittens was born. That girl was  

Evash Waikulikulina, and I’m told  
she was only about 9 generations  
away from Kirlee. I managed to  

campaign her to the title of Silver 
Double Grand Champion before  

she decided she’d done enough  
shows and retired.  

I’m not entirely sure how the system works in the UK, 
but here in South Australia, we have two governing 

bodies; the Feline Association of South Australia, 
affiliated with the Coordinating Cat Council of Australia, 
and Governing Council of the Cat Fancy of SA, affiliated 

with Australian Cat Federation, and exhibitors can show 
with one or both. I show with both organisations but 

will describe how things are done in FASA. 

Kittens can be shown from 12 weeks of age, but only 

once they have received their 2nd vaccination, and 
remain in the kitten class until 9 calendar months. 

From there, they enter the adult class as either a 
neuter or entire cat. While some states in Australia 
show cats as simply Longhair or Shorthair, FASA show 

in Groups. 

Group 1: Birman, Exotic Shorthair, Maine Coon, Norwegian 

Forest Cat, Persian, Ragdoll, Siberian, Turkish Van  

Group 2: Balinese, Foreign White, Foreign White Longhair, 

Oriental, Oriental Longhair, Siamese 

Group 3: Abyssinian, American Shorthair, Australian Mist, 

Bengal, British Shorthair, Burmese, Burmilla, Cornish Rex, 

Cymeric, Devon Rex, Japanese Bobtail, Korat, Lykoi, 

Mandalay, Manx, Munchkin, Ocicat, Russian, Scottish 

(Shorthair & Longhair), Scottish Fold, Selkirk Rex (Longhair 

& Shorthair), Singapura, Somali, Sphynx. 

Group 4: Domestic (unpedigreed and part pedigreed) 

“Companion Cats”. 

Kitten classes are really all about introducing kittens to 

the ring and building up their confidence while 
assessing their type development and are judged in 
male and female classes within their breed, according 

to their age. Only adults are eligible for challenges, 
with neuters separated from entires, and are also 

judged in male and female classes within their breed, 
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initially according to their colour, then 
title. Domestics are shown as either long 

or short haired kittens or neuters. Most 
shows have 3 rings, meaning 3 judges 

assess each cat and may each award a 
challenge certificate within the breed, 

working toward the following titles: 
 

OPEN: Aged 9 months and over excluding any titled 

cat. 

CHAMPION: Must have won 4 challenges in the 

Open class under 3 different judges, at least 2 must 

be FASA challenges and the other 2 may be from 

another recognised body. 

GRAND CHAMPION: Must have won 4 challenges 

in Champion class under 3 different judges, at least 

2 must be FASA challenges and the other 2 may be 

from another recognised body. 

DOUBLE GRAND CHAMPION: Must have won 6 

challenges in Grand Champion class under 4 

different judges, at least 4 must be FASA challenges 

and the other 2 may be from another recognised 

body. 

BRONZE DOUBLE GRAND CHAMPION: Must 

have won 10 challenges in Double Grand Champion 

class under 5 different judges, at least 7 must be 

FASA challenges and the other 3 may be from 

another recognised body. 

SILVER DOUBLE GRAND CHAMPION:  Must have 

won 10 challenges in Bronze Double Grand 

Champion class under 5 different judges, at least 7 

must be FASA challenges and the other 3 may be 

from another recognised body. 

GOLD DOUBLE GRAND CHAMPION: Must have 

won 10 challenges in Silver Double Grand Champion 

class under 5 different judges, at least 7 must be 

FASA challenges and the other 3 may be from 

another recognised body. 

JADE DOUBLE GRAND CHAMPION:  Must have 

won 20 challenges in Gold Double Grand Champion 

class under 5 different judges. 

AMETHYST DOUBLE GRAND CHAMPION:  Must 

have achieved the title of Jade Double Grand 

Champion and won a further 20 (total of 40) 

challenges in Gold Double Grand Champion class 

under 5 different judges.   

OPAL DOUBLE GRAND CHAMPION: Must have 

achieved the title of Amethyst Double Grand 

Champion and won a further 20 (total of 60) 

challenges in Gold Double Grand Champion class 

under 5 different judges.  

DIAMOND DOUBLE GRAND CHAMPION: Must 

have achieved the title of Opal Double Grand 

Champion and won a further 30 (total of 90) 

challenges in Gold Double Grand Champion class 

under 5 different judges.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

As mentioned earlier, I show with both state bodies, 
and between the two organisations, shows are held 
approximately every fortnight from late February/early 

March through until late October/early November, 
allowing a much-needed break through our hot 

summer.  

With hall hire costs being a big expense for host clubs, 

most shows are held outside of the city. This of course 
sadly means that public involvement can suffer if 

people feel the venues are too far away. FASA is in the 
very fortunate position to have access to a low-cost 
community hall where most of our shows are hosted 

by either FASA or their affiliated smaller clubs, while 
GCCFSA and their affiliates host most of their shows in 

a school gymnasium. Both of these venues are 35 - 
45km north of the city of Adelaide, and I am blessed to 
live just a 20 - 30 minute drive from each. 

 

 

 

 

 

Set-up is usually done the day before and exhibitors 
are invited/encouraged to attend to assist and may set 
up their cats’ exhibition cages. We show our cats in the 

bay style, with cats presented in wire crates which we 
can decorate with complimentary coloured 

curtains/bedding for the cat, provided there’s nothing 
which may identify the cattery/exhibitor. The cats will 
remain in these cages all day, so litter trays must be 

brought for them, and most exhibitors elect to leave 
the tray in with them throughout. Some exhibitors will 

also transport their cats in these crates, but most 
choose to use separate smaller travel crates, and only 
use the show crates at shows, especially if their cats 

don’t necessarily travel well. For some, spare curtains, 
bedding etc are an essential when showing their cats, 

just in case of “accidents”. 

                                       All cats and kittens are  

                                       vetted before entry to the  
                                       venue. Kittens must show 

                                       their vaccination certificate 
                                       with a minimum of two 
                                       vaccinations. Generally, 

                                       a steward will work with  
                                       each judge, getting each 

cat out of their crate and presenting it to the judge at 
the table. Each cat is assessed and placed in their class 
as the judge sees fit, before Best of Breed and Reserve 

is determined. If there are over 6 cats in the breed, a 
third place may also be given. Once each breed is 

judged, group awards are decided, usually to around 5 
– 10 places depending on the numbers of cats in the 
group. A ring clerk records the results on slips which 

are taken to the show stats recorder and entered on 
the computer.  

 

If challenges have been awarded, they will 
be printed and presented to the owner at 

the end of the day, and with each class 
and group award won, a certain number 
of points will be allocated. 

Generally, these points are then tallied to 

determine Best in Show winners, and also 
go toward end of year awards both at the 
breed and group level. Usually, the overall 

points won on the day will be the 
determining factor when choosing the 

Supreme In Show, but occasionally a 
judge-off is required, or a club may elect 
to have each judge decide on their own 

Supreme Exhibit for the day. 

Points won at each show are tallied 

 

 

 

 

 

throughout the year to determine the best 
kitten, neuter and entire of each breed, 
and each group, and at the end of each 

year they are awarded accordingly, with 
the top winning breeders in each group 

also having their prefix awarded. For 
those chasing points, shows toward the 

end of the year can become quite 
exciting/nerve wracking.  

As I expect it is around the world, most 
exhibitors at shows are a friendly happy 
bunch, out to enjoy their cats and the 

company of others, but sadly competition 
and politicking behind the scenes 

sometimes creeps in to spoil the 
enjoyment. As a result, the cat fancy 

seems to struggle with exhibitor numbers 
dropping, as well as bringing in and 
retaining new enthusiasts. I can’t speak 

for other groups, but I know those on the 
Management Committee of FASA are keen 

to encourage new people and have plans 
to actively work with their clubs and 
exhibitors to try to address these issues. 

Hopefully, we and the cat fancy as a 
whole can work together to ensure our 

hobby will continue into the future, for the 
good of cats and their slaves generally.  

I hope this has been of some interest to 
you, and trust you all enjoy a fabulous 

year of kindness, joy, good health and a 
good dollop of success in 2026.  



  

 

  

Eros took a bad turn a few months back with a vomiting episode that was 

difficult to get under control and he lost a kilo in a heartbeat.  He eventually 

went in for scans and copious amounts of bloods to find the source and 

scans showed sever thickening of his intestines and much inflammation.  He 

was finally put on a high dose of steroid, more antiemetic, antacids and 

support via email for quick changes.  One thing that Vet Sally (pg.5)managed 

to source for him was Dechra Specific Diet which is hydrolysed and easy to  

                                              digest and keep inside his tummy! 

                                              It has finally made a difference to his coat, weight 

                                              and lack of vomiting, aided, of course by all of his 

                                              medications for now.  However, it is important that  

                                              with and IBD diagnosis, that food trials begin early 

                                              on before any internal tests are done on the gut.  

 

                                             I have always been a great advocate for changing a  

                                             cats diet to one that ‘suits them’ instead 

                                             of having poorly cats, but often, finding 

                                             the right one can be hard work and 

  very slow progress for owners and cats alike. The key is to stick with it! 

      

We moved to a top entry litter tray 

system from Savic as I was re-

designing a cat station with litter 

trays under a worktop and cupboards 

for storage.  I needed something that 

was easy to clean and slide out.  

Combine this with a few of the cats 

parking their butts over the edge of 

the old ones and either pooping or 

weeing on the floor.  It drove me mad 

as did litter everywhere. 

The Savic Hop-In was a great price, 

not to mention a great colour, I 

already have a number of Savic brand 

as they wash well and don’t stain.  I 

was worried at first that the Pride 

wouldn’t take to them, but all being 

clean (when not in call) they didn’t 

have any problems at all.  I certainly 

didn’t expect my elderly arthritic girl 

even use it, but in she hopped!  It’s a 

      winner for us. 

Li                  Lillibet got pretty poorly this year with an awful UTI that she couldn’t shake and 

                          the Vets couldn’t find as it hid itself very well. She was tested every week with 

scans, urine analysis etc.  It was exhausting, but I persisted as did the Vet as I just wasn’t 

happy being told it was nothing more than Idiopathic cystitis.  It was mentioned mid -way 

through by a Vet signing her out, what about a special diet? – She had been on one for 

months and there were so many on the market.  It took a few months to realise that not all of 

these diets were going to do anything and some even made her worse!  It wasn’t until Vet 

Sally(featured on pg. 5) got hold of Lillibet’s case, pared it down to basics, re-ran tests, found 

the Enterococcus Bacteria, treated her with a crazy long course of antibiotics and looked in 

depth at every diet, on her own time I may add,  and chose the one Lillibet needed.  

I have to add that I am not an advocate for RC but their R&D is excellent as is their support 

and in this case, despite my lack of enthusiasm, it was THE right thing for her.  It basically 

loaded her system with salts, making her thirsty and thus diluting her wee! Problem solved! 

Faith has been enjoying one of these each night at 

bed time.  She always likes tuna and I found the 

Solencia injections for her arthritis gave her itchy skin 

which dries out easily, so this is a great way to hide 

her tiny steroid dose as well as extra Omega 3&6 oils 

which she dislikes the taste of via syringe. 

She really enjoys her treat, which to me is a simple 

way to reduce the stress of pill giving, which she hates 

and I suspect is painful tilting her head back?  This 

now, makes her coat all glossy and skin very supple.  


